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CHIEF’S CHAT 

HELLO FIRE CORPS 

 Welcome to Fall, or so they say.   

 I am excited as this is the time of year we begin to welcome back our snowbird members.  For those 
folks just returning, you were missed, and we are glad you are back, or almost back.   

Things continue to plug away here at GVFD. We continue to stay busy with our standard assignments 
including batteries, smoke alarms, and lock boxes.  In addition, we are hitting the time of year where 
other activities pick up speed and we need additional support from Fire Corps.  For example, in 
September fire crews completed training down in Rio Rico that saw tremendous support from Fire Corps 
and GV CERT.  I want to thank Larry Kersberger, John Lewis, Bob Gallager, John McGee, Monica 
Stockellburg, Sally Bryant, Paul Fitch, Jim Easter, Jamee Kahn, Peggy McGee, and Dave Vleck for your 
support of these drills.  I received multiple complements from the agencies who participated.  Well 
done.   

On October 12th we will have our annual pancake breakfast at Station 151.  For our newer members this 
is our largest public outreach event of the year with more than 800 people stopping by to enjoy 
breakfast.  This is our way of highlighting fire prevention week and saying thank you to the community 
for everything they do to support GVFD.  As you can imagine, this is an all hands-on-deck event.   We 
could really use the help and would love to have you come out and join us from 7am-11am on Friday 
the 12th.  Sign up sheets are located in the Fire Corps admin office or just email LT and he’ll get you on 
the list.   

In addition, we will be looking for a few volunteers to assist with live fire training in November.  Chief 
Rowe will be taking crews out to Davis Monthan Airforce Base for some live fire training and Fire Corps 
helps support logistics and rehab for our crews.  This is a unique and fun experience.  Get with LT Pratt 
if you would like to participate.   

Last, I want to give a plug for our Fire Corps Emergency Support Team (E.S.T.)  This team is designed to 
provide support during protracted emergency responses or special situations where the on-scene 
commander believes there is a need for additional assistance.  Members who would like to participate 
with this team will receive additional training in Incident Command, radio procedures, safety, and 
response guidelines.  While this does not happen frequently, it is hugely helpful to our suppression folks 
and our incident commanders.  If you are interested in participating or just learning more about this 
team, please reach out to LT Pratt.   

As always, I want to thank you for everything you do for GVFD.  We simply could not accomplish what 
we do without all the support you provide.     

Chief Wunder  
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THE PESKY SCHEDULING TEAM
WHO WE ARE

  Last April we volunteered to work together to take on Fire Corps 
Scheduling when Anne Birch relinquished the position of Scheduler. 
We worked together as board members of our HOA and thought we 
would offer to be a team.  It does take two (or more) to fill Anne’s 
shoes. 

We contacted each member of Fire Corps by phone to introduce 
ourselves and get some basic information. Since then we’ve worked 
with scheduling Fire Corps members over the summer. We have been 
able to find our strengths and want to clarify them with you. 

Since we both travel over the summer, we find that we can use Google 
for email and spreadsheets. Candy takes care of the computer details 
which is why her name comes up for everything since the account is in 
her name. Candy has tried to get a delineation of who is actually 
sending the email, but, it is not to be done. Karen sends the 3 Ticklers 
(“ON YOUR MARK”…”GET SET”…”GO”…for Fire Corps!), We have 
found that these three reminders are really necessary in order to 
ultimately hear from everyone. Sometimes even that has Karen texting 
and calling to get wishes and wants. Karen formulates the monthly 
schedule as a 1st Draft and then the Final Schedule. 

We are always open to feedback and comments as we want this 
process to work smoothly. We have had a few “glitches” and hopefully 
have resolved them. Your cooperation and  patience is always greatly 

appreciated! 
                           
                       
Karen Knoll
tireless people cruncher                                

                            
                             

               Candy Plumlee(with helper IVY)                                                     
spreadsheet design  
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PUBLIC 
INFORMATION 

FIRE MAP

This map is obtained from 
http://inciweb.nwcg.gov. 

IncWeb is an interagency all-
risk incident information 

management system. 

This provides information for 
woodland fire emergencies, 

prescribed fires, and can be used 
for natural disasters such as 

floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, 
and earthquakes. 

Above is a sample interactive 
map available on the web site. 
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WHERE DID THE SUMMER GO ?!? 

For some of us, I suppose we’re glad to see the heat, dry weather leave the valley.  Some will be happy 
to see the winter travelers return almost like the Calvary riding over the hill to rescue the brave ones 
who stay through the summer.  For those of you who did “circle the wagons” and maintained the 
quality customer service throughout the months of July, August and seeing September ending, I extend 
a sincere heartfelt thank you.  Yep, there were a few unfilled shifts both field and admin. Yes, there 
were several “Solo” work days. Certainly, a few long, hot days keeping up with the pace.  Through it 
all, you all were amazing!   The report delivered to the GV Fire Board reflects the efforts that your 

dedication has on the community.  2018 
through the month of August, Fire Corps has 
been in contact with 1,426 residents.  No 
wonder FC152 needs new tires.  Fire Corps 
has installed year to date, 1,767 Alarms, 349 
Lock Boxes and replaced 6,865 batteries.  
These numbers highlight Fire Corps as a 
well-trained, efficient organization that 
works hard to provide the best service to 
the community as possible.  It’s truly a team 
effort between the Admin and Field Crew 
members to realize the numbers we 
generate.  Did I mention that you all are 
amazing! 

As September draws to a close, remember 
that we have some fun events coming up in 
the future that we will need your help with.  

Of course, the District’s Pancake Breakfast, Oct. 12th, is one of the events that we really ask for a “All 
Hands of Deck” participation.  Next is the White Elephant Parade followed by the Christmas Gift and 
Food Delivery Program for the Holidays.  Stay close to your 
email as more details will be forth coming about these 
events.   

We will be holding our yearly All Members Meeting 
November 29th with this year being a major catch up for 
folks and their CPR training.  November will also hold the 
opportunity for some of you to participate in the District’s 
“Live Burn” Training held at DMAFB.  This year it will run 
almost two weeks.  It you feel you have the energy to go 
some long days helping out with this training, contact Ted 
Hoeger or Mike Walker. 

I close with welcoming back our Northern Members returning for the winter.  I hope you enjoyed your 
travels.  We missed you all.  Contact Karen and Candace to get back on the schedule as soon as you 
can. We need the help.  If not before, I hope to see you all at the Pancake Breakfast where our winter 
fun starts!   

LT Pratt                                                              
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  1938 REO SPEEDWAGON 

 SPOTTED BY 

    KAREN AND JOHN KNOLL 

 

At a rest stop south of Capac, MI 

One of five formerly owned by the 

musical group.  

The new owner purchased it from a  

retired fire chief 

 

Green Valley FD needs this! 
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EMERGENCY KIT 
      It seems every area of the country has its own kind of emergency to deal 
with. We in Arizona are no exception. Let’s talk about being prepared both as 
a fire corps member and for our home and family.   Pass this on to your 
friends too as we can set an example to the community in preparedness.  

       FEMA, the American Red Cross and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention all provide checklists to help you get started on an emergency kit, 
and many items they recommend overlap. Each agency offers a basic list, 
which includes water, food, a battery-or hand-powered radio, a flashlight, 
batteries and a first-aid kit. 

       Ready.gov has guidance and materials for virtually every emergency 
scenario: biological and chemical attacks, cyber-incidents, droughts, 
landslides, home fires, snowstorms and even space weather. 

The basic kit: water, food, portable lighting, emergency whistle, dust mask, 
solar charger and don’t forget to pack a few days’ supply of personal 

medications and prescriptions (especially life-preserving ones), as well as medical items you rely on, like glucose 
and blood-pressure monitoring equipment and supplies. Make sure you also pack a spare pair of glasses, sanitary 
towelettes, paper maps of your area, tweezers, scissors, duct tape, wind-resistant matches, and cash, traveler’s 
checks or change.  

Don’t forget the pets and their supplies.  

Three days worth of nonperishable food can come in many forms, including massive hunks of survival food bars 
that contain 2,000 calories. But setting aside a few boxes of Clif Bars or your preferred energy bar is a better 
tasting, reliable option. There are many sources for long lasting three day food supplies: Costco, Walmart, and 
Amazon to name just a few.   

Perhaps organize emergency preparedness in your neighborhood.  

        It takes just one person to get people thinking!      
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Arizona


Emergency Network  


The state of Arizona’s official 
source for emergency updates, 

preparedness and hazard 
information, and related 

resources. This is a public 
service of the Arizona 

Department of Emergency 
and Military Affairs (DEMA) 

public information office. 

This website has information 
about preparedness for all 

kinds of emergencies. 

There are bulletins about up 
to date situations to include 
weather and fire, as well as 
links to various emergency  
preparedness organizations.  

AN FYI FOR BOTH YOUR PRIVATE VEHICLE AND THE GVFD TRUCKS

https://www.ready.gov/prepare-for-emergencies
http://www.redcross.org/prepare/location/home-family/get-kit
http://emergency.cdc.gov/preparedness/kit/disasters/
http://emergency.cdc.gov/preparedness/kit/disasters/
https://www.ready.gov/

