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CHIEF’S CHAT 

Hello Fire Corps   

 Spring has sprung and we are enjoying some beautiful weather, including warmer days 

and pleasant nights. It also means that our desert friends are becoming more active. As we role into 

April and May, we always see an uptake in the number of snake calls we run. With this, I want to 

encourage all of you to stay alert and be careful when responding on these calls. We have some new 

members who may not have lots of experience yet. Please make sure you are watching out for each 

other and don’t let anyone get in a position they may get hurt. 

Thank you to all who came out and took part in the wonderful potluck last week. What a fun time. 

Special thanks to Karen Knoll for all the work she put in organizing this event. Job well done!! 

I would also like to give a shout out to all those folks who have stepped up and helped with two major 

events we have had recently. This would be the Tour of Homes and our live fire training. Both of these 

are labor intensive events, and we truly appreciate everyone who stepped up. Both went very well. 

Just a couple of updates before I wrap up. First, we have been told that the new FC truck is in 

production and will hopefully be delivered in May. This is exciting. I also wanted to let everyone know 

that we are in the hiring process for new firefighters right now. We received 99 applications, 79 took 

the written test, and now we are down to 33 candidates to work through a physical assessment and 

interviews. It is our plan to make job offers in May, for our Academy starting in July. 

You guys are the best. Thank you for what you do for GVFD. 

Regards, 

Chief 
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Just A Quick Comment From LT Pratt: 

(Candy says "Is there such a thing?”)(LOL) 

Does anyone feel the same way I do about the “nice, cool winter months” slipping away 
extremely fast this year?  It seems like only weeks ago all those wonderful winter visitors were 

just joining our ranks and now they are all talking about headed north already.  And let me be the 
first to say, safe travels and that you all will be missed once again!  Don’t for a minute think that 
your jumping in and helping out for the short few months you were here didn’t make a difference.  

But I will also say to each and every one of you, ‘Hurry Back!” 

I’ll give you the numbers so that you can travel back with a sense of accomplishment and for 
those of you that are staying here for the summer, you’ll understand why you’re ready for a well 
deserved trip yourself.  Fire Corps Volunteers logged a total of 9,902 hours: 8,803 shift hours and 

1,099 non-shift hours for 2018.  Non-Shift hours broke down further: 441 hours in lock box 
installs, 11 hours hydrant markers, 102 hours SHiM Program and 545 hours supporting the many 

district and community special events.  These total volunteer hours, based on the Arizona 
Volunteer Hour value, saved the Green Valley Fire District $228,439.00 to pay hired personnel to 
accomplish the same type of coverage. This is up over last year’s $223,433.00.  Lock Box Program 

continues to thrive with 476 boxes installed this year.  4,032 lock boxes have been installed in 
the Green Valley Community since the start of this program. 

Yearly growth for the Smoke Alarm Battery Replacement and Smoke Alarm Replacement continues 
as appointments took us into 2,118 homes this year. The “word of mouth” referrals in the town of 

Sahuarita also continue to increase and great disappointment continues to be voiced that we 
don’t offer the service outside our district boundaries. The number of actual smoke alarms 

installed this year was 2,737.  All of you, Field, Admin and SHiM are responsible for you part in 
these fantastic numbers and the incredible service to the community residents.  Thank You All!  
You maintained the station supplies, delivered mail, swapped air tanks, replenished water and 
applied hydrant markers. You received the calls, scheduled the appointments, packed the bags, 
mailed the letters, handled the receipts and maintained the data base.  Simply put, “YOU FOLKS 

ARE AMAZING!” 

It's only fitting that we ended our being together at the Annual Social event.  A huge thank you 
goes to Karen Knoll who pretty much single handedly put together a wonderful evening of fun, 
food and entertainment.  It was also a great opportunity of acknowledging our two “Fire Corps 

Volunteers of 2018”. Congratulations  George Johnson and Peggy Cederstrom.  Both of you 
individuals are well deserving and I hope folks will take the time to congratulate you as your 

paths cross.   

One final thanks and kudos goes out to Denny Mart and Marti Skeldon. What a fantastic FC 
Pancake Breakfast this year! The Event broke records all around and from what I could tell, it ran 
as smooth as silk.  Thank you to all who bussed tables, cooked pancakes, pour drinks, served the 

food and collected the donations. 

You folks are amazing!!! 

LT Pratt 

(photos on next page) 
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Annual Social at Green Valley Rec. West Center

Entertainment by 43 Miles North

Great Food

Peggy Cederstrom awarded Fire Corps Admin      
Volunteer of the Year

Some Dancing Going On
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Chuck Hill Goes on 80 Year Ride 

For a recent birthday, mountain biking 
friends of Chuck Hill gathered for the 
normal Monday morning ride in the 
nearby West Desert Trails.  The 
attendance was up from normal 
because his reaching of a lifetime 
milestone.   Eighteen mountain bikers 
showed up including son David who 
came from Corvallis and only stayed 
only 24 hours because of the need to 
return to teach his Monday engineering 
class.  Super refreshments were 
available after the twelve mile ride at the 
home of Bob Nicholson near a gate to 
the trails. 

Photo - many cyclists pose at the 
popular Saguaro cactus. 

Photo - Chuck and son David enjoy 
some cake. 
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SCHEDULES AND BLACK HOLES 

How is a fire hole schedule and the astronomical entity of a 
black hole similar? Read on. 

“Astronomers announced on Wednesday that at last they 
had captured an image of the unobservable: a black hole, a 
cosmic abyss so deep and dense that not even light can 
escape it.”

Karen Knoll is heard saying “there is an abyss so deep in 
this schedule, no one can ever fill it” 

All kidding aside, there are times that the schedule does have 
holes in it and the information to fill them is missing. This is just a 
reminder to please respond to the emails for your monthly 
information regarding your ability to work. Stating you  have no 
dates available is as important as stating that you have dates and 
times you can work. 

Thank you!
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      Just a normal schedule lacking names

Artists rendering of the image captured by 
astronomers of a black hole.

WANTED: 
YOUR STORY  IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER 


