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CHIEF’S CHAT 

HELLO FIRE CORPS 

Happy New Year Fire Corps 
  2019 is here, and we are off and running.  I want to thank those of you who have provided your 

thoughts on adjusting Fire Corps duties based on demand.  The feedback has been very interesting and 
pleasing to me.  I am overwhelmed with the sense of ownership and pride that is felt for Fire Corps and 
the work that is being done.  The feedback I have received suggests that FC enjoys doing smoke alarms 
and the interactions that occur with the public and that this is a tremendous way to highlight GVFD.  I 
could not agree more.   As I mentioned at our annual meeting, FC is the greatest Public Information 
Officer we have.   I have not made any decisions yet, but the conversation is picking up as we move 

into budget season.  Please don’t hesitate to let me know your thoughts.   

Hopefully everyone heard that 

 FC received $12,000 from the White Elephant 

 in support of a new truck.  We will be placing this order at the end of the month after we get Board 
approval.  This is exciting news and we are very grateful to the White Elephant for their support.  I also 

want to give one more  

shout out to Chuck Hill  

for his support of this grant.  It was very helpful.   

The big news is the upcoming Pancake Breakfast hosted by FC.  This will be Friday January 18th from 
0730-1030 at the Madera Clubhouse in Quail Creek.  Denny Mart was just in my office and was thrilled 
with the response from FC in support of this event.  Thank you to all of you for stepping up to help.  

Special thanks to Denny Mart who does an outstanding job of coordinating this event.   

On a little bit of a sad note, FC member Ted Hoeger has stepped out of FC.  Linda has retired from 
Admin and they are hoping to travel and little and enjoy each other’s company.  Ted has been a 

tremendous volunteer for us doing anything and everything asked of him.  We are all grateful for the 
years of service, and for Ted’s friendship.  He will be missed.   

That’s it for now.  Please be sure to say hi as you come though the building. It is always nice to see all 
of you.   

Best, 

Chief 

   

�1



GREEN VALLEY FIRE DISTRICT FIRE CORPS FOURTH QUARTER 2018
 

CONVERSATION STARTER  

WITH FIREFIGHTERS  

This information was obtained in a web 
search. Talk to our firefighters about what is 
in our area.  

Wet Barrel Hydrants 

A wet barrel hydrant’s basic, sturdy design gives it an 
operational lifespan of more than 100 years. Its mechanical 
parts are above ground, with a main valve to prevent any 
debris from entering the hydrant. Easy-to-access outlet valves 
and nozzles work independently so that firefighters can add 
more discharge lines without causing the hydrant to shut 
down.

Commonly found in the hot, southern regions of the United 
States. These are subject to frost. 

Dry Barrel Hydrants 
The main valve in a dry barrel hydrant sits at the hydrant’s 
base. The water line is entirely subterranean, below the frost 
line, and adjacent to the main valve. When the valve opens, 
the barrel pressurizes and fills; firefighters can then pump 
water through the hooked-up hose. When they close the 
hydrant’s valve after they put a fire out, the barrel drains. 
Because no water stays within the hydrant, there’s no risk of 
freezing.


Colour Coding 
Nozzle cap colours indicate how much flow is available.

Blue-painted nozzles indicate the hydrant has the highest flow 
available, at 95 litres per second.

Green caps indicate a water flow of 63 to 95 litres per second.

Orange paint shows pressure at 31 to 63 litres per second.

Red nozzles signal the lowest possible flow at 31 litres per 
second or less.

Densely populated areas tend to have high-flow, high-
pressure hydrants. Suburban or rural residential areas often 
don’t have high-pressure systems because of their small 
pipes.

What about a fire hydrant’s body color? Body colors must be 
bright and recognizable. Municipal and provincial systems 
usually have yellow hydrants; however, some older systems 
are bright red. Various other body colours were used in the 
past, including silver, white, and lime. The international color 
for non-potable water is violet, meaning the water source 
comes untreated from a lake or pond. Non-
working hydrants should be tagged “Out of 
Service.” 
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WHAT IS HE DOING 
NOW ?  

DICK WHEELER  

EQUINE VOICES 
RESCUE AND SANCTUARY 

Writes the following:  

Congratulations are in order for 
two of our newest red shirts, 
Verna Covington and Dick 

Wheeler! Verna is one of our 
newer volunteers who is always 

in an upbeat mood and never 
hesitates to lend a hand.  Dick has 

been volunteering at Equine 
Voices for a little over a year and 

is a weekend mainstay who is one 
of the hardest muckers the ranch 

has ever seen! Congrats on 
becoming "Horse Helpers”! 
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Greetings to all and welcome to 2019! 
I truly hope that all of you enjoyed a fantastic Holiday Season and are looking 
forward to some great days ahead. I’m preparing the Fire Board report for 2018 
and think some of you might be interested in some final numbers that reflect 
the quality of work and commitment to Fire Corps that you have accomplished.  
First, 2018 saw Fire Corps engaged in XXX households within our community.  
And as you know, not only the service and product you deliver is important but 
the human contact with many of these folks is invaluable to those you have 
visited throughout the year.  It truly is a much greater purpose than just 
installing smoke alarms. 

And speaking of alarms, Fire Corps installed a total of XXX alarms, replaced XXX 
batteries, installed XXX lock boxes and donated over 9,349 hours of volunteer 

service in the year 2018. It doesn’t take a scientist, no disrespect Dave Vleck, but these numbers could not have been 
obtained without each of your dedication, flexibility, patience, team work and professional approach in everything you do.  
That applies to Administrative, Field and SHiM volunteers.  You all stand together as one to make GV Fire Corps the very best it 
can be.  For all your efforts, I also hope that you enjoy what you do and that you know how much you are appreciated by the 
Fire District, the community, and me personally. Thank you and God Bless you all. 

2019 holds so exciting news as we have ordered a brand-new field truck.  Thank you, White Elephant, for such a gracious gift.  
Admin is working very hard to stream line the tickets and paperwork and new members continue to come on board.  We 
continue to learn and implement ways of getting the message out on our programs and showcase Fire Corps.  Many of these 
topics were covered in the annual members meeting and your feedback has been fantastic.  We look at breaking records for 
the upcoming pancake breakfast as Denny and Marty are spot on with their preplanning.  

I would like to commend Chuck Hill on the progress he has made with the Quail Creek “Combo CO and Smoke Alarm” issue.  I 
encourage each of you to read his article to better understand the dynamics of the problems we are having.  I believe finally 
the builders understand the issues and will work with us to resolve the issue and to help keep the home owner out of the 
middle.  We strive to make sure folks are safe and will continue to replace batteries and make our recommendations.  But 
most importantly, to inform the homeowner that there are options and that we will help them anyway we can.  With that said, 
I ask that if called to one of these alarms for service, please advise the homeowner that there is a common problem.  That we 
install the proper recommended batteries and that we will ensure the unit is making solid contact.  If the problem continues 
to notify the builder and if that doesn’t resolve the problem, then replace the combo alarm with our standard model and 
recommend they purchase a separate CO alarm.  Please take the time to inform the homeowner if they have gas appliances in 
the home the importance of getting the separate alarm if we remove the combination model. 

Finally, I want to tell you I had a blast at the last members meeting and hope all of you that attended enjoyed it as well.  I’m 
sorry it went a bit long but hope the Ice Cream Social made up for it.  Remember to complete your mandatory training and be 
on the look out for the upcoming driver’s training dates.  The Steering Committee will be meeting to discuss future training 
and what to do for the annual “Get to Together” so let a committee member know of your ideas of what you would like to do.   

L.T. Pratt 

(And his trusty sidekicks: camera and drone) 
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****** IMPORTANT ***** 

***** COMBO ALARM *****  

***** INFORMATION *****  

THIS is an email that L.T. refers to in his section of this newsletter, it is penned by Chuck Hill 

 Anne and I were able to meet with QC construction manager Charles last Friday for about a half hour 
while we were on duty.  He too is frustrated with the various problems with the combos as he gets a lot 

of calls on it as we do.  He expressed concern with feedback that he gets regarding that we (Fire 
District members and Fire Corps) are indicating that  the product being used is sub-standard and should 
not be used.  Also concerning  him is that we sometimes offer to replace the combos with 9120B smoke 
alarms and mixing manufacturer's products is not recommended.  But we have been doing that for years 
with no problem.  We should not be broadcasting that the combos are junk, and at the same time, they 
should not imply that the Fire District does not know how to replace batteries in alarms.   He indicates 
that other Robson locations are not having this problem and they are using the same product.  Other 

Robson locations also have major new construction going on.  The other locations do not have the 
smoke alarm and battery programs that we do so maybe combo problems are simply being handled by 
the homeowners or handymen and Robson is not hearing about problems directly?  Our suggestion to 

change products or manufacturers does not seem to be an immediate possibility as it is a large 
purchase order controlled by Haskins Electric.  

 
As we were leaving a clerical person came in with a phone message from a resident at 2336 Madera 
Plateau regarding a combo problem.  Anne and I volunteered to go there which we did after Charles 
called the homeowner.  This homeowner had joined our SABP program in early December, primarily 

because of a chirping combo in the hall near the MBR..  The crew of J/K Knoll were there on 
Wednesday, December 5 and replaced all batteries.  The same alarm began chirping a few days later 
and Rob, from QC maintenance visited and changed batteries and reset all alarms.  On Wednesday, 

December 19 our Admin requested the crew of Anne and Keith go there as the customer had called with 
the same problem.  They found the hall MBR alarm chirping, which the resident had disconnected, and 
replaced the batteries.   We were there Friday, after meeting with Charles.  At that time the MBR hall 

alarm had again failed and the combo in the casita was also chirping.   Rather than replace, we 
removed the batteries in all four combos, used a pencil eraser to clean all the contacts and replaced 

the batteries.  I talked to the customer on Monday and the one had started chirping again and the 
casita alarm is ok so far.  The MBR hall alarm obviously needs to be replaced.  He has solved the 

problem by disconnecting the one alarm. 
 

Update - I talked to Charles this afternoon to find out that the customer had called with news that the 
casita alarm had failed again.  Sounds like he will replace both alarms with new ones.   

 
I believe that the only long term solution is to somehow have them change to an alternative product or 

manufacturer.  We had previously encountered similar problems with the combo made by BRK/First 
Alert with AA batteries in some of the new homes in the Broken Hills and Thunderchief road areas.  
They do not list that product now but have replaced it with one with a 9v batteriy.  Maybe the AA 

product combo alarms are just not reliable for some reason?  It appears that we will continue to have 
problems in the QC area with the current combo alarms.  

 
    Chuck 

Note: Living in Quail Creek, I know these combo alarms are being placed in all new builds all around 
the development. And, I have dealt with these on my shifts all around Quail Creek. Candy Plumlee
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